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SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 6146

Passed Legislature - 2004 Regul ar Session
State of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2004 Regul ar Session

By Senate Committee on Natural Resources, Energy & Water (originally
sponsored by Senators Fraser, Morton, Esser, Eide, Wnsley, Kohl-
Wel | es, Keiser and Kline)

READ FI RST TI ME 01/ 30/ 04.

AN ACT Relating to encouraging renewable energy and energy
efficiency businesses in Wshington; anmending RCW 28B.20.285 and
28B. 20. 287; and addi ng new sections to chapter 28B. 20 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter 28B. 20 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) The legislature finds that Washi ngton state currently derives
many benefits fromits renewabl e energy and energy efficiency sectors.
These sectors are an inportant source of enploynent and incone for a
significant nunber of Washington residents, currently generating cl ose
to one billion dollars in annual revenue and enploying over three
t housand ei ght hundred people. Equal ly inportant, energy efficiency
and renewabl e energy businesses add to the region's quality of life by
enpl oyi ng technol ogi es that can reduce sone of the harnful effects of
the reliance on fossil fuels. Washi ngton state possesses all the
necessary elenments to do nmuch nore to develop these sectors and to
becone a national |eader in the research, devel opnent, manufacturing,
and marketing of clean energy technol ogi es and services. The state's
work force is highly educated; the state's higher education
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institutions are supportive of clean energy research and cooperate
closely with the private sector in devel opi ng and depl oyi ng new ener gy
technol ogies; there are nunerous enterprises already |ocated in the
state that are engaged in clean energy research and devel opnent; and
the state's citizens, utilities, and governnental sectors at all |evels
are conmmtted to diversifying the state's energy sources and increasing
energy efficiency.

(2) It is therefore declared to be the policy of the state that its
public agencies and institutions of higher learning maximze their
efforts collectively and cooperatively with the private sector to
establish the state as a | eader in clean energy research, devel opnent,
manuf act uri ng, and marketi ng. To this end, all state agencies are
directed to enploy their existing authorities and responsibilities to:

(a) Wrk wth Ilocal organizations and energy conpanies to
facilitate the devel opment and inplenentation of workable renewable
energy and energy efficiency projects;

(b) Actively pronote policies that support energy efficiency and
renewabl e energy devel opnent;

(c) Encourage wutilities and custoner groups to invest in new
renewabl es and products and services that pronote energy efficiency;
and

(d) Assist in the devel opnent of stronger markets for renewabl es
and products and services that pronote energy efficiency.

(3) For the purposes of this section and section 2 of this act and
for RCW 28B. 20. 285 and 28B. 20. 287, energy efficiency shall include the
application of digital technologies to the generation, delivery, and
use of power.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 28B. 20 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) The Washi ngton technol ogy center, through its northwest energy
technol ogy col | aborative, shall provide a forumfor public and private
col l aborative initiatives to pronote renewable energy and energy
efficiency sectors in Washington state and the Pacific Northwest. The
center shall seek to integrate the initiatives of the northwest energy
t echnol ogy col |l aborative into existing state prograns and initiatives,
including grant prograns admnistered by the center, and energy
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ef ficiency busi ness devel opnent projects and energy assi stance prograns
of the departnent of comunity, trade, and econom c devel opnent.

(2) The center, through its northwest energy technol ogy
col | aborative, shall develop and inplenment a strategic plan for public
and private collaboration in renewable energy and energy efficiency
busi ness devel opnent. The center, together with the departnent, shal
prepare an initial draft of a statewide strategic plan and circulate it
wi dely anong busi nesses and individuals in these sectors for review and
comment. The center shall also organize a summt of public and private
sector interests to further developnents of the proposed strategic
pl an. The plan shall address, anong other things, the role that public
sector policies, prograns, and expenditures may play in pronoting these
econom ¢ sectors, including subjects such as work force devel opnent,
education, tax incentives, econom c developnent assistance, public
sector energy purchases, public sector construction standards,
transportation, and | and use regul ation and zoning. The strategic plan
shal | include recomendations for |egislative and adm ni strative policy
changes and for |legislative appropriations. The plan shall also
recommend proposals for capital and operating investnments in public
hi gher education facilities, proposals for creating and strengthening
public and private partnerships, and proposals for federal financial
assi stance and expenditures for research and devel opnent prograns in
Washi ngt on st at e. The finalized strategic plan shall be provided to
t he governor and to the appropriate commttees of the senate and house
of representatives by January 1, 2005.

(3) The strategic plan required by subsection (2) of this section
may be incorporated into the center's five-year strategic plan required
by RCW 28B. 20. 289(3) (f).

Sec. 3. RCW 28B.20.285 and 2003 ¢ 403 s 10 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

A Washi ngton technology center is created to be a collaborative
effort between the state's universities, private industry, and
gover nment . The technology center shall be headquartered at the
Uni versity of Washington. The m ssion of the technol ogy center shal
be to perform and commercialize research on a statew de basis that
benefits the internediate and | ong-termeconomc vitality of the state
of Washington, and to develop and strengthen wuniversity-industry
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rel ati onships through the conduct of research that is primarily of
interest to Washi ngton-based conpanies or state econom c devel opnent
prograns. The technol ogy center shall:

(1) Performand/or facilitate research supportive of state science
and technology objectives, particularly as they relate to state
i ndustri es;

(2) Provide I|eading edge collaborative research and technol ogy
transfer opportunities primarily to state industries;

(3) Provide substantial opportunities for training undergraduate
and graduate students through direct involvenent in research and
i ndustry interactions;

(4) Enphasize and develop nonstate support of the technol ogy
center's research activities;

(5) Admnister the investing in innovation grants program

(6) Through its northwest energy technology collaborative, carry
out the activities required by section 2 of this act; and

((66)y)) (7) Provide a forumfor effective interaction between the
state's technol ogy-based industries and its academc research
institutions through pronotion of faculty collaboration with industry,
particularly within the state.

Sec. 4. RCW28B. 20.287 and 1992 c¢ 142 s 2 are each anended to read
as follows:

Unl ess the context clearly requires otherwise, the definitions in
this section apply throughout RCW 28B. 20.285 and 28B. 20.289 through
28B. 20. 295.

(1) "Technology center" neans the Washington technol ogy center,
including the affiliated staff, faculty, facilities, and research
centers operated by the technol ogy center.

(2) "Board" neans the board of directors of the Wshington
t echnol ogy center.

(3) "Hi gh technol ogy" or "technol ogy"” includes but is not limted
to the nodernization, mniaturization, integration, and conputerization
of electronic, hydraulic, pneumatic, |aser, nechanical, robotics,
nucl ear, chem cal , t el ecommuni cati on, and ot her t echnol ogi cal
applications to enhance productivity in areas including but not limted
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to manufacturing, conmunications, nedicine, bioengineering,
energy and enerqy efficiency, and conmerce.
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